INTRODUCTION                         xk
Did she show remarkably precocious talent, or was the
ruthless zeal of the young mentor entirely responsible for
the trend of her studies ? Whatever the cause may have
been, little Sophie was early plunged into the routine of the
traditional classical upbringing given to the boyhood of
France. Without any of the compensations afforded by
the social intercourse of a school, without the help of oral
teaching or of class discussion, she was introduced to the
searching programme of grammar and rhetoric, themes and
versions, mathematics and history, with the study of
Spanish and Italian as a recreation, and the wide historical
culture of all things Catholic as a background. During his
years as assistant master at the College, Louis insisted upon
her following his classes. The lonely little girl's exercises
were ruthlessly standardised by those of boys educated in
close companionship with thek fellows and enriched by a
social intercourse often very wide. Yet, week by week, we
are told, the child stood first, reaping the reward of those
hours of industry in the attic of her father's house. It was
often uncongenial work, apt to weigh on a sensitive spirit
and threatening to crush a nature both affectionate and
lightly poised. However, the race from which she sprang
seems to have been endowed with hardy qualities, and
adversity was early to give Sophie Barat the endurance and
inner tranquillity so essential to true nobility of character.
Dark-eyed, small and frail, but very vivacious, gentle of
manner and thoughtful, Sophie passed from childhood to
girlhood amid the thunders of the Revolution. The piety
of a Catholic upbringing, together with the affectionate
home atmosphere, had fostered in her a peculiar sensitive-
ness of heart which made her feel acutely the sufferings of
her country and her home. Louis, already a priest, was in
Paris in 1793. Summoned to take the oath of allegiance,